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G‐TECHNOLOGY G‐SPEED FAMILY GOES ENTERPRISE‐CLASS

Extending its Quality Brand in the A/V Market it Pioneered, G‐Tech by Hitachi is Shipping its G‐SPEED RAID Storage 
SoluFons with Enterprise‐Class Hard Drives, Delivering More Value at the Same Affordable Price

IBC,  Amsterdam, September 7, 2010 – As the premium brand serving content creators and the professional audio/
video  (A/V) community, G‐Technology™ by Hitachi  today announced that  its  transi+oning its en+re G‐SPEED RAID 
external storage family to high‐grade, enterprise‐class hard drives. With solu+ons ranging from the new four‐bay G‐
SPEED™ Q with a quad interface to the storage performance mammoth, the 16‐bay Fibre Channel G‐SPEED FC XL, 
all G‐Tech G‐SPEED products will feature Hitachi Ultrastar™ drives, one of the industry’s most  reliable and  trusted 
enterprise‐class  hard  drives  that  are  specifically  designed,  manufactured  and  tested  to  meet  the  demanding 
environments found in data centers around the world.

With  a  con+nued  focus  on  delivering  the  industry’s most  trusted,  high  performance, and  reliable  solu+ons  for 
content creators, G‐Tech’s move to  integrate enterprise‐class hard drives befer meets today’s escala+ng HD video 
edi+ng needs in mul+‐drive RAID environments. Like workloads in a data center,  post‐produc+on storage solu+ons 
are accessing and streaming cri+cal HD video as editors pore  through footage to  assemble the perfect  sequence.  
These users cannot afford dropped frames, latency issues or compromised reliability as their  livelihood depends on 
the content they create.  Because of this stringent requirement, G‐Tech has op+mized its G‐SPEED family to befer 
balance the system requirements with hard drive features that match the rigors of the post workload. 

Enterprise‐Class Hard Drive Benefits

Enterprise‐class  SATA  hard  drives  are  specifically designed  to  withstand  mul+‐user,  24x7  storage  applica+ons  in 
systems  such  as  network  afached  storage,  RAID  storage  arrays  and  media  servers.1  For  enhanced  reliability, 
enterprise‐class drives are  rated  at 1.2 million  hours mean  +me  between  failure2  (MTBF)  and  receive addi+onal 
manufacturing tes+ng  at  extended  temperature  ranges  to  ensure  a  target  of  less than one  non‐recoverable  bit 
error  per  1015  bits  read. They  also  u+lize  enterprise‐specific  firmware  to  minimize  the  performance  impact  of 
rota+onal vibra+on  interference (RVI) found  in  rack‐mounted  servers and mul+‐drive  storage arrays. In  addi+on, 
enterprise‐class drives are  designed  for  a  low dollar  per  GB  ra+o  with higher  reliability, while minimizing power 

mailto:erin.hartin@hitachigst.com
mailto:erin.hartin@hitachigst.com
mailto:fllamas@webershandwick.com
mailto:fllamas@webershandwick.com
http://www.g-technology.com/
http://www.g-technology.com/
http://www.g-technology.com/products/g-speed-q.cfm
http://www.g-technology.com/products/g-speed-q.cfm
http://www.g-technology.com/products/g-speed-q.cfm
http://www.g-technology.com/products/g-speed-q.cfm
http://www.g-technology.com/products/g-speed-fc-xl.cfm
http://www.g-technology.com/products/g-speed-fc-xl.cfm


consump+on. Combine all  this with G‐Tech’s proven quality reputa+on, and G‐Tech has raised the bar in delivering 
storage solu+ons specifically designed for the professional content crea+on market. 

“With our  relentless commitment  to quality and  performance, our G‐Tech solu+ons have been  the go‐to storage 
tool  in  the  A/V  industry,”  said Mike Williams, vice president  and general  manager, Branded  Business  for  Hitachi 
Global  Storage  Technologies. “With  increased  demands on  RAID systems  for  HD  video edi+ng,  it  is  important  to 
properly balance the system requirements with hard drive features that match the rigors of this environment. Now 
with enterprise‐class drives, the G‐SPEED family may prove to be the best RAID solu+ons in terms of quality, value 
and performance.”

G‐Tech is the only external storage vendor in the world with a complete line of enterprise‐class 7200 RPM drive‐
based, RAID external storage solu+ons specifically designed for the A/V market. The G‐SPEED family includes: 

• G‐SPEED  Q  –  G‐Tech’s  new  high‐performance,  four‐bay,  hot‐swappable  RAID  storage  solu+on.   Comes 
equipped  with  3Gbit  eSATA,   FireWire  800,  FireWire  400  (via  cable)  and  USB  2.0.  The  internal  RAID 
controller  supports  RAID  0  and  5.  Portable,  small  footprint  is  ideal  for  laptop  applica+ons  where high 
capacity and RAID protec+on are important. Capaci+es up to 8TB.

• G‐SPEED  eS  –  High‐speed,  low‐cost  RAID  solu+on  with  3Gbit  eSATA  connec+vity.  Ships  with  a  RAID 
controller suppor+ng levels 0, 1, 5, 10 and JBOD. Supports mul+‐stream SD, ProRes 422 and uncompressed 
HD workflows.  Four‐bay hot‐swappable unit, star+ng at 8TB per unit with the ability to scale up to 32TB.

• G‐SPEED eS Pro – Mini Serial Afached SCSI (SAS) connec+vity provides Fibre Channel‐like performance at 
a frac+on of the cost. Bundled with a high‐speed, eight‐lane PCIe RAID controller that supports RAID levels 
0, 1, 3, 5 and 6. Offers amazing speed for uncompressed HD and 2K workflows. Four‐bay hot‐swappable 
unit starts at 8TB per unit and can scale to 16TB.

• G‐SPEED eS PRO XL ‐ High performance, huge capacity and low‐cost, rack‐mount storage solu+on for high‐
end HD and 2K film produc+on. Ships with a  two‐port mini‐SAS RAID controller  card  and a locking, two‐
meter  mini‐SAS  cable.  Can  scale  from  a  12TB  2U  solu+on  up  to  192TB.  The  PCIe  x8  RAID  controller 
supports JBOD and RAID levels 0,  1, 3, 5 and 6. Up to eight G‐SPEED eS PRO XL units can be connected to 
one RAID controller card. 

• G‐SPEED FC XL – Professional 12‐ and 16‐bay rack‐mount solu+ons with 8Gb/s dual  Fibre Channel  for fail‐
safe SAN or adding high performance RAID storage to exis+ng XSan2 / metaSAN networks. Easily supports 
mul+‐stream, mul+‐user uncompressed SD, HD and 2K post produc+on workflows. Offers RAID levels 0, 1, 
3, 5, 6 and JBOD. Capaci+es up to 32TB per unit. Using the available SAS expansion port,  it is scalable up to 
256TB by afaching G‐Tech’s G‐SPEED eS PRO XL units to the chassis. 

The new G‐SPEED Q solu+on is shipping today. All other G‐SPEED products with enterprise‐class drives will be 
shipping in October. Please visit www.g‐technology.com for more informa+on.

Stay connected with G‐Tech by visi+ng:
Facebook: G‐Technology
Twifer: @GTechbyHitachi
YouTube: GTechStorage
Flickr:  G‐Technology
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Hitachi Global  Storage Technologies  (Hitachi  GST)  develops advanced hard  disk drives, enterprise‐class solid state 
drives, and innova+ve external storage solu+ons and services used to store, preserve and manage the world’s most 
valued data. Founded by the pioneers of hard drives, Hitachi GST provides high‐value storage for  a broad range of 
market  segments, including Enterprise,  Desktop, Mobile Compu+ng, Consumer  Electronics and  Personal  Storage. 
Hitachi  GST  was  established  in  2003  and  maintains  its  U.S.  headquarters  in  San  Jose,  California.  For  more 
informa+on, please visit the company’s website at hfp://www.hitachigst.com. 

About Hitachi, Ltd.
Hitachi, Ltd.,  (NYSE: HIT / TSE: 6501), headquartered in Tokyo, Japan, is a leading global electronics company with 
approximately  360,000 employees worldwide. Fiscal  2009 (ended March 31, 2010) consolidated revenues totaled 
8,968 billion yen ($96.4 billion). Hitachi will focus more than ever on the Social  Innova+on Business, which includes 
informa+on  and  telecommunica+on  systems,  power  systems,  environmental,  industrial  and  transporta+on 
systems, and social  and urban systems, as well as the sophis+cated materials and key devices that support them. 
For more informa+on on Hitachi, please visit the company’s website at hfp://www.hitachi.com.

1 Intended for use in lower duty cycle environments in the enterprise storage hierarchy, such as mul+‐drive RAID arrays, network 
afached storage and media servers. Note that customer environments may vary from applica+on to applica+on. 

2 MTBF target is based on a sample popula+on and is es+mated by sta+s+cal measurements and accelera+on algorithms under 
median opera+ng condi+ons. MTBF ra+ngs are not intended to predict an individual drive’s reliability. MTBF does not cons+tute 
a warranty.

One GB is equal to one billion bytes and one TB equals 1,000 GB (one trillion bytes). Actual capacity will vary depending on 
opera+ng environment and formarng. 

Ultrastar, G‐Technology and G‐SPEED are trademarks of Hitachi GST. Hitachi trademarks are authorized for use in countries and 
jurisdic+ons in which Hitachi has the right to market the brands. Hitachi is not liable for third par+es’ unauthorized use of 
Hitachi trademarks. 

All other trademarks are proper+es of their respec+ve owners.
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